j6o                   PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

All the sports of boys tend to produce quickness, self-
confidence, and universality of perception; those of
girls bear on themselves only. The nursing by a girl
of a doll, which is the replica of herself, is entirely
conducive to self-concentration, and teaching her that
she herself is born to be petted. There are great
advantages in it, and yet it would be better if girls
were trained more to physical culture, more to vigorous
exercise, and less to tenderness and dainty egotism.
The fear lest they should be " unfemmme" is mis-
placed when it makes them effeminate even a torn-
boy is much likelier to take good and proper care
of herself in life than a mere "pet" I know what
the prejudices of society are, and what sentimentalism
has to say on this subject, but the most plausible of
its assertions would be ludicrous and laughable did*
they not entail so much wrong to women and such
disaster. The assumption in America that a whisky-
sodden foreign peasant, who cannot read, is fitter to
decide by vote as to public officers in the United
States than the average American woman is charmingly
grotesque.

Boys are more generally observant than girls,
principally because being naturally of the belief that
they are of the stronger sex they cultivate sports and
practices to be continued through, life, which develop
quickness and observation different from that developed
by the other sex. They create will out of faith. I
believe that this difference will, in a great measure,
disappear with culture. I do not believe that woman
can become mentally stronger than man, or ever equal
him physically. But I believe that as man progresses
woman will also advance, and that many points of